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EDITORIAL. 
T H E  PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 

Many imporLant questioos were driscuss8ed at  
the eighth Annual Conference of the N a t i o d  
Assooiation for the Preventbn ogf Tubexdosis, 
which tool11 place in St. George’s. Hall, Liver- 
pool, on Thursld:ay, Friday, and Satwday of 
last week, including a review of the methods 
of preventi,on and treatment, th,e practicd diffi- 
cul t ies  in carrying ou,t tuberculosis schlemes, 
an,d the b,est measnlres7 to overcome thjem, the 
questi,on ,of milk .as a source of infectiotn, and 
th,e pr;eveiitive me.esiures1 desirablie. Tha  Con- 
fmerence was attended by about a thousand 
d’e1,egates. 
DIFFICULT, PERPLEXING, AND UNSATISFACTORY. 

Lieut.-Co~lonel Natban Raw, M,.P., said that 
of all the diseases with which health authcu3- 
ties had ta deal, none was mfolre dificult, mare 
perplexing, bnd molre unsatisfactory than 
tubercullosis. I t  differed from other diseases 
in b,eing part  ,and parcel: of the SbCCidl prohlem 
of the country. It thrived, and was spread, 
in insanitary cond8tions .and bad ,houses, and it 
caused poverty ,and distress, unemployment, 
and des th t ion .  

Tuberculosis was  never hereditary> and 
therefore was prevent,able. Al:so with adc- 
cpate m,eaeures of treatment it was curable. 
The reason why results w.ere at present un- 
satisfactory was that sufficient tive colu~ld not 
$be devoted by the patient to  .his cure. The pro- 
vislion of viuage settlements in wh8icu suita6le 
men muId permanently reisidle, earn their own 
living, and h,ave their re.l:aticmsl ta live bear 
th,em, was +he most satis.factoq, but also the 
most costly, method. 

The  need o f  early treatment was emph,asis,ed 
b.y Dr. Hallzday Shxtherland. A reason why 
Rsults ,were brad was tbat patients. arrived .at 
sanatoria in far  too advanced a stage of the 
d,+,ease. . T h y  qnul,d. not expect a miracle in 
anything subject,  to natural ,foxes. The 
problem would. be solved in a genwation if the 
machinery now ava.il,able was properly used. 

OF TUBBRCULOSIS. ’ 

THE ECONOMIC PROBLEM. 
Professor Adami, Vice-ChanceIlor of Liver- 

pool University, o n  the second day of &e Con- 
ference, laid down b a t  f ie crucial plrorblem 
was not mdical,  but economic. If ai? c,ases 
af tu,berculusis could be isolated until the 
disease was arrested, in ten years tubercu!l&s 
would be as rare in Great Britain as leprosy. 
But no Clmncellw af the Exchequer would 
prwidle the necessary funds, nor, unless a 
periodical phpica! examination of all the 
people were inaugurated cauld a mnsiderabb 
proportion of the cases be detected. The four 
esisentials were arecognition, notiyication, isola- 
tion, and treatment. Both voluntary and ~ f f i -  
cial support were essential. 

Sir Henry Gauvain, Medical Superintendent 
of Lord Mayor Trelotar’s Home at Alton, de- 
clared that the  army figh$ing tubem!Pmis lacks 
a defined policy and is ill-trained, ill-equipped, 
lacking in co-operation, has no  staff officers, 
and no authoritative readers with full powers 
to act. The teaching a l s o  was defective. He 
spent more time ,as a student learning the 
anatomy of a frog than learning the nature of 
tuberculosisk Mu& mora time should be de- 
voted in medical schools to really intelligent 
instruction in tuberculous disease, and the 
tuberculosis service mast be an  attractive 
scrvim offering scope and substantial reward 
t o  those entering it, and .also facilities far 
mseaxch and progress. 

CLEAN MILK. 
O n  the  third day Sir Robert Philip said that 

the prevailing sense was coming ta be that  
in milk they had a mast impartant means of 
intrducing tuberculosis into the system. 

Dr. Macfadden, of the Min.istry of Health, 
said the question was most important, but the 
lack of, ar shuhlolrtage d, milk might be wen more 
dangerous ‘by causing Jmveredl resistance to 
tuberculous infections from other SOCU~WS. 

The Conference urged the Government to 
consider the immediate institution d a more 
definite system. orf medti&l inspection in the  
cas t  of industries w k r e  tubemiilosis is 
specially rife. 
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